Erect densely tufted compact wiry annual or perennial 5-54 cm tall, the culms unbranched or weakly branched near the base. Leaves usually all basal, 2-30 cm long, the basal leaves ¼-½ as long as the culms. Leaf sheaths glabrous. Ligule a line of hairs, with a variable number of long white cilia at the auricles. Leaf blades tightly rolled, 0.1-0.3 mm diameter when rolled, glabrous adaxially, densely hirsute abaxially, curling when dry, apically acute. Inflorescence an erect weakly branched or unbranched narrow panicle 3-9 × 0.5-2.0 cm, with 3-20 spikelets per panicle, the inflorescence branches usually held erect, glabrous to distally scaberulous, the axes of the panicle branches glandular. Spikelets 1.1-2.0 cm long, weakly laterally compressed, disarticulating above the glumes, dark red-purple when young. Glumes membranous, lanceolate, unequal to subequal, 1-veined, keeled, glabrous to scaberulous, the keels scabrous. Lower glume 3.5-5 mm long including an awnlet 0-1 mm long. Upper glume 5-6 mm long including an awnlet 0-1 mm long. Floret as long as the spikelet, terete. Callus entire, deltoid, apically obtuse, ca 0.4 mm long, the callus hair 0.5-1.0 mm long. Lemma cartilaginous, terete, 4-6 mm long, densely covered in prickle hairs in the upper half. Awns 1-3, fused at base to form the column, with no articulation, equal or unequal, the side awns usually shorter than the central, 4-10 mm long, scaberulous. Single awns geniculate, the bend above the middle. Column 3-6 mm long, twisted 2-4 times. 
